.

- 'have the feeling that We are doing really sorhething important here i Pgznan Zoo. | also felt that our 8

" Additionally we established the following pringiples:

! . . Ty - | ﬂ f

_ Lo “ - Emam.g_, presentation: Research g A : _
| ' I | : . 1
_ . L . : L
-1 1 'Research in zoos - what a medium/small'zoo can do
v ! A , 1 .
_ “ _ ! _ _ ' _ ! i I . 1
SR _ t ! » ! | o S o
[ _ . ‘ o o
o O __ﬂ_mnom_mi Ratajszczak o S | . o
, L | o ! Lo [ E
_ﬁ ' f 1 . | | , . o I i , _ i |
Poznan Zod (Ogrod Zoologiczny w Poznaniy), 61-063 Poznan, Ul. Browama 25, Poland |, | L. » _ r0ds.
— T i I LI ' - R

Iy | | | I |
Lo | " | ___ ._ | - , | _:.___
Research jn No_o_m._ has QES along z_m.._ﬁo?. although in the beginning it %mm cmrm_:\ restricted ﬁo__M_
anatomy, taxonomy or simple husbandry, where individuals of varioys:species provided a basis qo__
description of new species or certain details of their anatomy. | P C L
Zoo research evolved continuously to become one of the oc_ﬁmg_o:m of mpdern woo_om_om_ gardens.
This is reflected in tHe EU Zoos' Directive as well as various laws at the national level.In Poland too, 3
new Nature Conservation'Law, in a chapter devoted to' zoologicalland botanical gardens, includes
'research as one of the basic requjrements ﬁo?ma zoological garden. This requirement must be fulfilled - 3
to becdme an approved and licensed zoo. , v _ : E
- _ P I ‘ : , ) r oo .
When | was m_uvaomo:ma by the Chairman of the EAZA Research Committee todoa Em_mmammo; _

during the EAZA Conference.in Bristol, | felt at the beginning a bite cm:mmmmn_cmomcmm Iddnot !

g

efforts in this field are not exceeding the average for EAZA zoos.-Anyway, | started with identifying the
baselipe for our activities. Being a city-governed zoo with ,a greatly inadequate budget which is rigidly
and tightly controlied, Em.m:s_.o:am:g_m not especially favorable for the n@_,.m_o?..._mﬂ_ of scientific !
research. __ _ L _ _ T oy
o Yo __ (! . .o
What we do not have inourzoois: ' | C
= Research Omvm&:m:ﬁ v ' ' Lo , _ P
|, = _xmmmmqp:wﬁm_ ! | . [ N
= . Separate and sufficient funding P A |
‘Sophisticated equipment ! . o
. rmcoqmﬁo_.wmm T P _ _ ¥ .
" External funding' o | N
"= Meeting room. ' o j L ;o
To mdke things %ommm. we are faced with the problem of f_m way «o.ow are perceived by Smfmo_m%mn
community in Poland. It is an established view (and unfortunately partly F%%m&.imﬁ zoos are for
providing enjoymentito unqualifiéd visitors, only slightly better than circuses. P |
; L _ o L , |
'So the obstacles are as follows: | ﬁ L ] ! o
= iLack of f:am:m | N : " ,
»  Mistrust from the scjentific community . ’ , _ :
= Wrong public perception ) Co : _ . O ! \ .
= Resedrch is low on the priority list -, _ o :
. "% Lackof interest from the scientific community . ! | o _ B
Anyway, having all this in mind, there must be something in our zoo research activities d,_:mﬂ made %.
being seen by the EAZA Research Comiittee as a zoo qwm"_v. doing sometting in this field.
I _ _

b

B

| b e . I}
The recognition of our 200 as a vo*m:am_ and reliabie partner m:_qmmmm__.n:_&a not comequickly and |
easily. Firstly, we had to establish links with the scientific 833:32._ This was done Eacm:_ personal 4
contacts of our staff with researchersibased at universities and other institutions. We took a pro-activ
role in this, proposing potential research fields for Master Degrees. All potentially interesting and |
feasible n_.o“uo.mm__mm were considered and a lot of help was provided by ‘our staff to' students. In fact our
library s ﬁ__..m richest in Pozfan in teérms of books on nmE_e._m rcmcmnm? behavior and SJmmEmzo: and
had alréady .cm_m: well used by mEa.m_._W for many years. | | : S _ | [
| i
- m_:nﬁoc_.m@n:m own staff to _ﬁ.__,mﬁ make hotes on all possible events; | )
ﬁ _ . _ A, B
_ : _
] i [ ' . _ g ot . _
: ! | " : . T : | _ | Yo
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\ | ! (
_ | , | L | O . )
_ __. Accepting students from secondary schools to conduct simple res mﬂ? Coo S
» Providing assistance for Masters Tiheses and actively supporting students; |, 1 |
. |

" Supporting staff to achieve higher education levels A?__mﬁ _u:_u:“ _ o
" Being open for any idea presented to us; S . _ /!
& ,Providing samples whenever possible and rwmm:u,o to researchers; Lo :
[ » Using every opportunity Amcoa as animal transfers, catching for winter quarters, or eyen routine
cleaning procedures) to collect'scientific Sm_zmnm__“ L | . _ _
;, iy | ' } .
3 m_.,_m above B,m:ﬁ_o_:ma activities resulted in a number J_& quite interesting publications. To mz.m justone |
example of low-cost input, that can be given by, the majority of zoos, | would like td describe a research -
., on moulting patterns in, birds of prey and owls. Our collection of these avian taxa is rather large. For a
-, number of years we had encouraged our staff 8_ collect moulted feathers and label them properly.
‘| Then we were approached by a scientist 101._\,5@ on the determination of Europeah birds of prey and
- § owls on the vmmm_m of feathers. Our collection provediinvaluable and _“__.osamn_ a sound base for a . .
1. | | unigue publication in this field. , ___ . I o !
g b , Yl , m | Lo | _ v
- Sdme of the ongoing projects are: the m:mﬁon_i and histology of the mammalian tongue ;the mmzmao ,
, relation of the bat-eared fox Aouonﬁ% ‘megalotis), and reproductive patterns of white rhinos i Yoo
(Ceratptherium sfmum) m_: relation to keeping systems. | o L |
I . ' I ! i
In our opinion, one of the milestones in the nm:m_onamr_ﬁ_oﬁ research in pur zoos was undoubtediy the |
annual Zoobiology Summer Schoql. Every year increasing numbers of students workiat the 200 as' ____
volupteers, practitioners or making observations for their masters degrees and PhD's. As there is no !
|pidce in our country where students can get formal education in the management of wild m:mh_._m_m in oo
capfivity, a need arose to provide professional training in various aspects f zoo biglogy. The first
1 summer school was held in 2003 and since then it has become an arinual event which over 40 wmow“m.__
m:mﬁw every year. There have been zoq animai keepers, students and sciehtific ca<m.a=< staff
| atte ﬂ_bm,. as ém___ as people simply interested in wild animal husbandry and zcos ingeneral. . "
_ uring a six day intensive course, there are lectures as'well as guided tours led by curators through
he zoos. All Higher staff of the zoo i$ involved in the training. Some of the _moE:,w,_m are given by m%\_ﬁma
uniyersity staff. The legture ﬁo_u_om_ are varied and cover all aspects of animal husbandry, Mmmn_:m. oo
history and development of modern zoos, conservation through captive breeding, reintroduction, P
record keepirig, behavioral enrichment, hand-rearing *mosancmm, genetics, international cooperation'
and mncnmzo: as well as other, more specific subjects. I _ b _
; ' _ _f __ | . ! !
The summer schools Undoubtediy resulted it _ _ q Lo Lo

|

w

| T

. Creation of a,group of pedple intetested deeply in zoos " b .
| = Increasein the understanding of the modern zoo activities | 1@ . ooy

1 * Creating an interest to deepen the knowletige on Noo-_ﬂm_mﬁma issues , , ST

0 .§___ to do research m__._ azoo , ' : o C »

! 1 : , o | : ; o !
, "The c _Bimno:__o:”:mm_m acfivities was the First, Conference on Resgarch in Zoos held in the year _
2004. We were dctually approached by the University of Adam Mickiewicz in Poznan to helpin 1,
erganizing such an event. Sych a conference, bringing together m&mzzmo and zgo staff had never,. . I
been'held in Poland| before. It allowed for a freé exchange of ideas, created new fields bf common., |
- inferest and strengthened the ties between Polish zoos and the sqientific community. The introductory O
q words by Prof. Ldo Ganslosser were of special importance as.they Eoﬁamn_ a background to various,
! ! ) _ 1

aw_mma: fields carried out in zoos. oo g _

. Uy [
i P! | , | {

Building onto this stimulating mxumamnom we prepared the Second Confererice, this time as an .
intérnational event. Around 70 participants gathered for Jao days, and this time the introductory . -
speeth was held by Prof. ?mmﬂm_q MacDonald. His lecture gave an overview of the multitude of .

wr

qm_ { possibilities for doing research in zoos, We are planning fo have this conference annually and to mmm: ,

V€ tuly an international'recognition. : o ! Y P
_>___§m above activities would not be possible without the engagement of our staff, be it in'a curatorial |

Eﬂ”a or keeper position. It has to be said that most if not al| of the activities are msavumaama from the zoo's

a

oum_.mgozm_v;ammrmo:._mo:gmq:.__wmnsm,Oo:ﬂma:nmm:nm:BBmﬂMnroo_, even E_m._Am mm:m% _vamﬁ. _ "__
| , ! . , _

__ ,_,_ ! 7 ! ' __
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remains attractive for participants. ‘Of no{a_m both events will evolve according to its respective

: ’ | ' f ' , )
What are we planning for the future then? N _
We will certainly continue with our Summer Schog] and thg Conference, as long as the formula mﬁ both
I
participants’ wishes and _.m}m%m. For the time being it is rather unlikely that we will be able to ,____
mmm.c:m:_m research department in the zoo, so we will rather continue the cooperation with scientific _
institutions. Acting together we will however try to get some external Ezaim. >._ﬂ_a=mo._..w=<. we will aim
at increasing the ::Ecmq of Uc_u_w_nmm._o:m. “ _ _H f e ly ;
: . , _ ]

1 1 | _ ' _ __
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